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Age standardised death rates, 35-74 years
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Adair & Lopez. Widening inequalities in premature mortality in Australia, 2006-16. Australian Population Studies 2020, 37-56



“The rich will find their world
to be more expensive,
inconvenient, uncomfortable,
disrupted and colourless — in
general, more unpleasant
and unpredictable, perhaps
greatly so. The poor will die.”

Smith 2008




To live with dignity, prevent poor
health, and with the lightest of

environmental touches, people need...

Psycho-social Material
control Resource

Political voice

...requires action
beyond the health
sector



COVID-19 Australian policy responses (12 march to 16 june 2020)

FED | NSW | ACT | VIC SA WA NT QLD | TAS
Employment 7 5 7 5 6 3 3 8 6
Income 5 1 2 1 1 0 0 0 2
Cost of living 1 1 1 0 0 2 1 1 1
Childcare & 3 2 2 0 1 2 0 1 3
Education
Housing 1 4 3 5 2 3 1 6 5
Infrastructure 4 2 1 0 0 0 2 0 2
Community 5 3 3 3 0 3 0 2 3
Health care 2 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 2
Total (156) 28 19 20 15 10 14 7 119 24




Income security

Before COVID
 Poverty (14%), growing income inequality, and high levels of precarious
employment

COVID responses
 JobKeeper wage subsidy
* An additional S550 per fortnight to people on income support schemes




Child care

Before COVID
 44% Australian children experiencing disadvantage were assessed to be
developmentally vulnerable on entering school at age five.

COVID responses

 FEarly Childhood Education & Care Relief Package - weekly subsidy to
childcare services to continue to deliver early childhood education and
care. Families were able to access childcare for free during this period

 Nothing for primary or secondary schools






To live with dignity, prevent poor
health, and with the lightest of
environmental touches, people need...

Political voice




Understand the problem
from the perspective of
the people who
experience it

Explore the causes that
shape that experience

People who experience
the problem play a role
in shaping the solutions

Increased demand for
action

Policy that beneficiaries
buy into

Policy designed to take
into account lived
realities

Increased political
accountability

Policy more likely to
work




Please send any questions to:

Sharon.friel@anu.edu.au

@SharonFrielOz
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